
 

 
 
 
 

June 16, 2021 
 
The Honorable Sherrod Brown 
Chairman of the Senate Banking and Housing and Urban Development Committee 
713 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
RE: New National Lead Safe Home Fund in the FY2022 Financial Services Appropriations Bill 
within the Treasury Department 
 
Dear Chairman Brown:  
 
We write to share our strong support for establishing a new $100 million National Lead Safe Home 
Fund within the Department of Treasury in the FY2022 Financial Services Appropriations bill. We 
respectfully request that you work with Chairman Van Hollen to ensure this fund is included in the 
legislation to protect millions of children and families exposed to lead and to advance the prevention 
of childhood lead poisoning.  
 
As you know, federal guidance from the CDC is clear that there is no amount of lead exposure that has 
been found to be safe for human exposure. Even at very low levels, exposure is linked to irreversible 
neurological damage and developmental delays in children and can seriously harm people of any age. 
Today, about half a million American children between the ages of 1 and 5 have a blood-lead level 
that exceeds 5 μg/dL, the reference level set by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
for defining an elevated blood lead level.1 Moreover, in cities like Cleveland, this sobering figure is 
likely to be significantly underestimated because many children at risk for lead poisoning are not tested 
appropriately and therefore go undetected. 
 
Lead poisoning is a public health, education, and workforce crisis with a housing solution. It is 
estimated that over 23 million households in the United States contain lead hazards. Most of these homes 
are in disadvantaged, disinvested communities, where black and other families of color 
disproportionately reside. Any housing in the country built prior to 1978 is likely to contain lead paint, 
comprising the majority of housing in many states—65% of Ohio housing, 66% of Illinois housing, and 
58% of West Virginia housing, for example.2 Experts predict that COVID-19 has only exacerbated 
lead exposure, as people were forced to stay in their homes throughout the pandemic. As families 
sought refuge in their homes to shield and protect their health, far too many living in unhealthy conditions 
were faced with greater exposure. 
 
Although the use of residential lead-based paint was long ago banned nationally, its harmful legacy 
lives on. In Ohio, more than two-thirds, or 67%, of homes were built before lead-based paint was 
banned in 1978. This includes 421,640 homes with young children present who are at risk of lead 
exposure.3 In 2019, more than 3,500 Ohio children tested had blood-lead levels at or above the CDC  
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/prevention/blood-lead-levels.htm  
2 https://nchh.org/resources/?resource-term=lead&resource-search=1 
3 https://ohiohome.org/hna-20/executivesummary-hna.aspx 



 

 
 
 
 
reference level, with many more still to be tested.4 The annual cost of childhood lead exposure in the 
U.S. is $84 billion as a result of reduced lifetime productivity, increased health care and social assistance 
spending, and premature mortality.5  
 
Luckily, solutions to lead poisoning exist. By repairing older homes, we can substantially cut the number 
of children who are irreparably harmed by exposure and provide a pathway to greater opportunities 
for health and racial equity. But these repairs come at a cost, and no one entity or agency alone can 
make it happen. This is an issue that requires attention, investment, and alignment of multiple federal 
agencies and departments, as well as partnerships across multiple levels of government and the private 
sector. 
  
The National Lead Safe Home Fund would be a new funding source established within the Treasury 
Department to provide flexible grant funding to 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations to proactively 
support low-income property owners in making the necessary home repairs to prevent lead poisoning. 
Many local municipalities have worked to enact statutes that require residential lead hazard inspections, 
remediation, and certification of lead-safe status, especially in rental properties. However, currently 
existing resources to support property owners—many of whom are low-income themselves—are not 
adequate to meet the need. Often, loan criteria cannot be met or the process for accessing funds can 
be so challenging that the remediation ultimately does not occur. The new National Lead Safe Home 
Fund would enable non-profit organizations across the country to disseminate funds to low-income 
property owners to remediate lead quickly and effectively while also creating sustained jobs for local 
contractors, inspectors, and other lead safe work professionals. This funding source would complement 
ongoing efforts through HUD’s Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes and enable local 
communities to leverage investments from banks, Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), 
nonprofit health systems and other private-sector agencies to create new home repair financial products 
that include low-cost, low-dollar loans, grants, and incentives to support home repairs. In addition to 
making tens of thousands of homes lead safe, the fund could unlock vital investment tools for the nation’s 
aging housing stock while contributing to job creation and economic mobility in impacted communities 
through trainings in inspection, specialized cleaning, and home repair as well as new jobs for window 
manufacturers, window installers, and contract workers. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. We hope you will support this appropriations request in the FY2022 
Financial Services bill.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 Healthy+Homes+-+Lead+n+Real+Estate+-+What+you+Need+to+Know.pdf; 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2021/01/30/file_attachments/1677040/Lead%20Report%20FI
NAL.pdf  
5 https://altarum.org/news/new-online-tool-calculates-cost-and-economic-benefits-preventing-childhood-lead-
exposure-united  



 

 
 
 
 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Sarah de Guia, CEO 
ChangeLab Solutions 
 
Raul Garcia, Legislative Director 
Earthjustice 
 
Emily Lundgard, Policy Director 
Enterprise Community Partners 
 
Ruth Ann Norton, President & CEO 
Green & Healthy Homes Initiative 
 
Michael C. Sharp, President 
Lead and Environmental Hazards Association 
 
Amanda Reddy, Executive Director 
National Center for Healthy Housing 
 
 
ALABAMA 
 
Akintunde Bamiduro, Owner 
Akin & Associates 
 
 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Larry Brooks, Director 
Alameda County Healthy Homes 
 
Carlos Alessandrini, Educator* 
Family Health Centers of San Diego 
 
 
DELAWARE 
 
Charles Kistler, Executive Director 
HELP Initiative, Inc.  
 
Janice Barlow, Director 
KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
 
Amy Roe, PhD, Co-Chair 
Sarah Bucic, MSN, Co-Chair 
Lead-Free Delaware 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
ILLINOIS 
 
Jill Fraggos, Vice President, Government Relations 
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 
 
Eric Mayo, Public Policy Manager 
Children’s Home & Aid 
 
Andrea Durbin, CEO 
Illinois Collaboration of Youth 
 
John Bartlett, Executive Director 
Metropolitan Tenants Organization 
 
Karen Sheehan, MD, MPH, Medical Director 
Strengthening Chicago’s Youth 
 
 
LOUISIANA 
 
Maxwell Ciardullo, Director of Policy and Communications 
Louisiana Far Housing Action Center 
 
William Stoudt, Executive Director 
Rebuilding Together New Orleans 
 
 
MARYLAND 
 
Douglas Nelson, Board Chair 
Casebook PBC 
 
Laura Allen, Program Director 
Community and Public Health Environmental Initiative 
 
Lisa R. Hodges-Hiken, Esq., Chair, Housing Committee and Board Member 
NAACP Baltimore Branch 
 
Lisa R. Hodges-Hiken, Esq., Executive Director 
Westport Community Economic Development Corporation 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Jessica Collins, Executive Director 
Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts 
 
Colleen Loveless, President & CEO 
Revitalize Community Development Corporation 



 

 
 
 
 
MICHIGAN 
 
Michael Garfield, Executive Director 
Ecology Center 
 
Jeremy Truog, Energy Auditor 
Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency 
 
 
MISSISSIPPI 
 
Carol Burnett, Executive Director 
Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative  
 
 
MISSOURI 
 
Sarah Herrera, Project Assistant 
Delta Design Build Workshop 
 
 
NEW JERSEY 
 
Staci Berger, President & CEO 
Housing & Community Development Network of New Jersey 
 
Sean Jackson, CEO 
Isles 
 
 
NEW YORK 
 
LuAnne Brown, CEO 
Buffalo Prenatal Perinatal Network  
 
Oluwole McFoy, Board Chair 
Buffalo Water 
 
Ben Anderson, Director of Poverty and Health Policy 
Children’s Defense Fund – New York 
 
Rebecca Gerard, Legislative Director 
Citizen Action of New York  
 
Derek Crossman, Community Development Specialist  
City of Utica, New York 
 
Bobbi Wilding, MS, Executive Director 
Clean and Healthy New York 



 

 
 
 
 
NEW YORK (continued) 
 
Betsy Constantine, Executive Vice President 
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo 
 
Alicia Dicks, President & CEO 
Community Foundation of Herkimer and Oneida Counties 
 
Elyse Enea, Executive Director 
Herkimer County HealthNet 
 
Inesha Briggs, DEI Community Coordinator* 
The Home Ownership Center 
 
Ben Anderson, Steering Committee Member  
Lead Free Kids New York 
 
Adam Palmer, Planner 
Lead-Free Mohawk Valley 
 
Mark Warfel, DO, Chairperson 
Lead-Free Mohawk Valley 
 
J. Caroline Williams, Program Manager 
Lead-Free Mohawk Valley 
 
Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis, Chair 
Lead Safe Allegheny 
 
Morgan Noone, Volunteer* 
Lead Safe CNY Taskforce 
 
Dennis Kaufman, Executive Director 
Legal Services of Central New York, Inc. 
 
Ann Rushlo, Executive Officer 
Mohawk Valley Association of REALTORS ®  
 
Amy Turner, Executive Director  
Mohawk Valley CAA 
 
C. Sonia Martinez, Executive Director 
Mohawk Valley Latino Association Inc. 
 
Patrice VanNortwick, Division Director 
The Neighborhood Center, Inc. 
 
Alyson J. Pygon, Typist II* 
Onondaga County Health Department  



 

 
 
 
 
NEW YORK (continued) 
 
Meghan Zicki, Legal Advocate for Tenants 
PUSH Buffalo 
 
Elizabeth McDade, Coordinator 
Rochester Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning  
 
Maureen P. Birmingham, Executive Director 
Rome Housing Authority  
 
Robin Robinson, Administrator of Initiatives and Grants 
United Way of the Mohawk Valley 
 
Melinda S. Cameron, MD, Medical Director 
Western NY Lead Poisoning Prevention Resource Center 
 
Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis, Executive Director 
Women for a Healthy Environment  
 
 
OHIO 
 
Melissa Arnold, CEO 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Ohio Chapter 
 
Rob Fischer, PhD, Associate Professor* 
Case Western Reserve University 
 
Lisa Kollins, Administrator* 
Case Western Reserve University Schubert Center for Child Studies 
 
Stephanie Beebe, Lead Safe Coordinator  
City of Toledo 
 
Tania Menesse, CEO & President 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
 
Terry Allan, Health Commissioner 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
 
Katrice Cain, Interim Executive Director 
First Year Cleveland 
 
Mitchell Balk, President 
Mt. Sinai Health Foundation 
 
Dr. Benjamin Kearney, Executive VP and Chief Clinic Officer 
OhioGuidestone 



 

 
 
 
 
OHIO (continued) 
 
Gabriella Celest, Co-Found & Co-Leader 
Ohio Lead Free Kids Coalition 
 
Gwen Short, student* 
Ohio State University Mortiz College of Law 
 
Claudia Y.W. Herrold, Chief Communications and Public Policy Officer 
Philanthropy Ohio 
 
Katie Kelly, Executive Director 
PRE4CLE 
 
Ximena Valdes Sessler, Racial Justice Task Force Member 
The Temple Tifereth Israel 
 
Bill Spohn, President & Owner 
TruTech Tools, LTD 
 
Steven Wagner, Executive Director 
Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio 
 
Elyse Mulligan, Manager, Public Policy & Community Health Engagement 
University Hospitals 
 
August A. Napoli, President & CEO 
United Way of Greater Cleveland 
 
Betty Cantley, parent and advocate 
 
 
OREGON 
 
Randall Olsen, Program Manager* 
Community Action of Washington County 
 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
Sheree Williams, Compliance Manager* 
AmeriHealth Caritas 
 
 
RHODE ISLAND 
 
Mark Hengen, President 
Northeast Organic Farmers Association of Rhode Island 
 



 

 
 
 
 
TENNESSEE 
 
Melanie Scott, Chief Office of Finance & Operations 
Memphis & Shelby County Lead Safe Collaborative 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
 
David Jacobs, President of the Board 
Lincoln Westmoreland Housing, Inc. 
 
 
WISCONSIN 
 
Amy Murphy, Public Health Consultant 
Amy Murphy Consulting 
 
Richard Diaz, Chairman 
Coalition on Lead Emergency (COAL) 
 
Candace Wenig, Member* 
Coalition on Lead Emergency (COAL) 
 
Kaynor Ebanks, Member* 
Coalition on Lead Emergency (COAL) 
 
Sharon Adams, President 
Community Water Services LLC 
 
Lisa Jones, Executive Director 
Milwaukee Inner-city Congregations Allied for Hope 
 
 
* Individual signatory – organization may be listed for identification purposes only 


